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MEMORANDUM FOR: 

Director of Central Intelligence 

STAT 

FROM :[ 

Assistant for Public Affairs 


SUBJECT : 

Status of Colby Manuscript 


i 

STAT 


1. Mr. Colby has written a lively and most comprehensive account 
of his career in intelligence. Entitled "Colby of CIA," it begins 
with his heroic exploits in OSS and ends when President Ford relieves 
him as Director in November 1975. 

2. Colby's career spans most of the urgent issues of the 
Agency s past, and he was intimately involved in most of them from 
positions of high authority. His descriptions of these events and 
issues are candid indeed and, once published, the book undoubtedly 
will generate considerable press comment by the intelligence watchers 
if only because a former Director is the author. 

Colby's account of the considerable covert political activity 

|during the 50 's may raise questions about the extent of 

present covert activity. His defense of covert action on moral ground, 
will also not go unnoticed. The Vietnam years span the 60' s, and Colby 
for most of that time was in the Far East or Chief of the Far East 
Division at Headquarters. His account of the assassination of Diem 
and his close connections with the Diem family, will raise eyebrows 
because Colby boldy points the finger at the Kennedy/Johnson Admini- 
strations. His explanationof the Phoenix program, which was initiated 
during his second tour in Vietnam, at last puts this controversial 
issue into the perspective of the broad program it really was. Colby's 
comments on the Bay of Pigs and subsequent actions against Castro also 
do not flatter the Kennedy administration. 

4. Colby describes his years as DCI in the aftermath of the 
Watergate affair and the subsequent investigation with aplomb, and 
with as much objectivity as one who served as DCI probably could 
muster. In the end Colby traces his realization of the need to bring 
into the open the full scope of Agency activities during those years. 

He ascribes his firing to having followed this course too diligently! 






u 
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5. It would be extremely difficult for anyone to write of these 
events and not include more detail than is desired from the point of 
view of good security. In reviewing the manuscript, the Publications 
Review Board did indeed find numerous disclosures of cover arrangements, 
of still classified information, and of improprieties which would have 
adversely affected our rel ationship with a f oreign country. Mr. Colby 


has graciously worked with 


office to eliminate most such problem areas. 


of the General Counsel's 


STAT 


6- Only one major prob lem remains unresolved -- Mr. Colby's 


account of the 
continuing in good faith. 


section on [ 


Negotiations on this issue are 
Mr. Colby has offered a redraft of the 
which is now being coordinated with the DDS&T. 
who is handling the negotiations with Mr. Colby,, 


is hopeful the new draft will satisfy the DDS&T and Security. 


7. Mr. Colby has taken a cooperative and accommodating position 
throughout the negotiations. In order to ensure Agency satisfaction 
on the final document, he has indicated he will provide galley 
proofs of the manuscript for a final review. 


STAT 


Approved For Release 2003/12/10 : CIA-RDP80M00165A0006001 10003-4 






STAT 


STAT 


STAT 


STAT 
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^•Vasnington. D. C. 20505 - ’*0' ? 
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10 September 1977 


Dear Bill, 


I enjoyed your letter of the 29th, and I 
am delighted to know that your book is getting 
close to publication. I cannot imagine that we 
will have any problems with it, but of course 
it must go through standard review procedures. 


I have asked to be kept advised of that 
process, and have set a target date of 1 October 
for return of staff co mments to you. In the 

to be in 


meantime, I have asked. . LU uc XJ1 

touch with you as nece ssary lo Keep the review 
moving promptly. 


Pat sends her best to Barbara. Hope we can 
see you both again soon. All the best. 



STANSFIELD TURNER 


The Honorable W. E, Colby 


O/ES/I 

Distribution: 


sk 


0 - Addressee 

1 - DCI 

1 - Acting DDCI 
1 - Asst/DCI/PA 
1 - 
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Washington, I > i : 20505 


Dear Bill, 


QC „ lhls T 111 acknowledge receipt of your manuscript 
as conveyed with your letter of 29 August. It has be© 
passed to our Review Board, and I hope to have their 
recommendations as promptly as possible. I am sure 
you understand that this will take some time, but I hoi 


' T . win LctAfc; 501110 tl] 

to have their comments and beg in my review 
In the meantime, I have asked 1 
with you as appropriate. 


by 1 Octobei 
fco consult 


Yours, 


STAT 


STAT 


Mr, W, E. Colbv 


STANSFIEID TURNER 
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29 August 1977 


Admiral Stansfield Turner, USN 
Director of Central Intelligence 
Washington, D. C. 20505 

Dear Stan: 

Pursuant to my secrecy agreement with the Agency, I 
tender herewith the text of a book I intend to publish. I 
have endeavored to write the book in a fashion which does 
not reveal classified information or otherwise transgress 
my agreement. 



I would appreciate your reviewing the material and ad- 
vising me whether you agree with this belief or not. If you 
do not with respect to certain items in the book, I would 
appreciate your advising me specifically which ones they are, 
as I would hope that I could rewrite such individual portions 
as you might find improper so that they could be published 
without conflict with the agreement. 

As you know, I hope that this book may do some good in 
clarifying some rather large misunderstandings prevalent 
about intelligence and CIA. Consequently, while in no way 
asking your approval of the ideas and opinions in the book, 

I would welcome any comments you may choose to make which 
might advance that purpose. I also realize that my secrecy 
agreement does not call upon you to correct any error of fact 
that I may have made in writing this book, but again I would 
welcome any corrections you might find it appropriate to sug- 
gest. In the foreword of the book I intend to refer to the 
fact that I submitted the book to you for this review but 
that in no way do the ideas and opinions reflect any official 
position by yourself or by CIA. 

Naturally, I would hope that this review will not take 
too long, although I do understand that you will want to 
consult on it and seek expert opinion from your subordinates. 
If there is anything I can do to accelerate the process 
! through personal contact, I would be happy to do so. 

With all good wishes for continued success in the fine 
job that I hear you are doing. 




| 

! 

I 

1 . 
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29 August 1977 



Admiral Stansfield Turner, USN 
Director of Central Intelligence 
Washington, D. C. 20505 

Dear Stan: 

Pursuant to my secrecy agreement with the Agency, I 
tender herewith the text of a book I intend to publish. I 
have endeavored to write the book in a fashion which does 
not reveal classified information or otherwise transgress 
my agreement. 

I would appreciate your reviewing the material and ad- 
vising me whether you agree with this belief or not. If you 
do not with respect to certain items in the book, I would 
appreciate your advising me specifically which ones they are, 
as I would hope that I could rewrite such individual portions 
as you might find improper so that they could be published 
without conflict with the agreement. 


\ 


As you know, I hope that this book may do some good In ! 

clarifying some rather large misunderstandings prevalent 
about intelligence and CIA. Consequently, while in no way 
asking your approval of the ideas and opinions in the book, 

I would welcome any comments you may choose to make which 
might advance that purpose. I also realize that my secrecy 
agreement does not call upon you to correct any error of fact 
that I may have made in writing this book, but again I would 
welcome any corrections you might find it appropriate to sug- 
gest. In the foreword of the book I intend to refer to the 
fact that I submitted the book to you for this review but 
that in no way do the ideas and opinions reflect any official 
position by yourself or by CIA. 

i 

i 

Naturally, I would hope that this review will not take I 

too long, although I do understand that you will want to 
consult on it and seek expert opinion from your subordinates. ! 

If there is anything I can do to accelerate the process I 

through personal contact, I would be happy to do so. " \ 

j. 

With all good wishes for continued success in the fine 
job that I hear you are doing. 
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Enclosed is a letter for your signatur e acknowl- 
edging receipt of Mr. Colby's manuscript, 


is Chairmp i of the Review Board, but the Regulation 


says the Office of General Counsel will be 

the point of contact for former employees. Board 
membership consi sts of: D/DCI/NI. D PI. Director of 
Security, Chief /[ 
case , f 


IG StaTTT 


'DDO; and in this 

(OGCJ and probably a member of the 


B. C. Evans 


A/ 
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